8                            IMPERIAL   GERMANY
In point of race the population of south Germany is sub-
stantially identical with that of northern France or the
neighboring parts of Belgium j while in the same respect
the population of north Germany has substantially the same
composition as that of Holland and Denmark on the west
and of western Russia on the east 5 and, taldng the Father-
land as a whole, its population is in point of race substan-
tially identical with that of the British Isles. The variations
in local detail within this broad belt of mixed populations
are appreciable, no doubt, but they are after all of much the
same character in one country as in another, and taken one
with another they run to much the same effect both east,
west and middle. When taken in the large there is, in other
words, no sensible difference of race between the English,
Dutch, Germans and the Slavs of Great Russia.
In the current expositions of national merit and nota-
bility, when a pure-bred German, Germanic or Anglo-Saxon
race is spoken for, the context presently brings into view
that what is present in the eulogist's conception, if any-
thing in the way of a definite biological category, is the
dolicho-blond. Now it happens, unfortunately for the in-
vidious insistence on purity of race, that this particular ra-
cial stock is less frequently to be found unmixed than either
of the other two with which it is associated. It is, indeed,
quite safe to affirm that there is no community extant, great
or small, that is made up even approximately of pure-bred
blonds to the exclusion of other racial elements.
One may even safely go further and assert that there is
not by any chance an individual to be found in the popula-
tion of Europe who, in point of pedigree, is of unmixed